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South Lyon robotics team takes on the World! 

With quite a successful 2018 season, Team 3641, The Flying 

Toasters, double qualified for attendance at the World 

Championships held at Cobo Hall in Detroit, MI, the end of April. As 

a 9th ranked robotics team in the State of Michigan, the Toasters came to the event with 102 other Michigan 

Teams to battle with the combined 406 FRC teams from 44 countries worldwide. These teams were split up by a 

computer program to form six groups, with Team 3641 being placed in the challenging TESLA Division consisting 

of 67 teams.  From the get go, the Toasters started strong, consistently maintaining a high rank within the top 3 

spots.   For two days, Thursday and Friday, the team worked hard to keep those top spots and increase the lead 

over the other teams.  

The Flying Toasters competes in FIRST, which stands ñFor Inspiration and Recognition in Science and 
Technologyò.  In the past years, the ñSTò has been replaced by ñSTEAM, or Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Math.ò  Founded by Dean Kamen, the creator of the insulin pump and the Segway, FIRST soleôs purpose 
is to inspire our youth.  Here in Michigan there are over 500 FIRST FRC teams, the most number in one 
region!  (For more info, see: firstinspires.com) But building a robot is just a small part of the Flying Toasterôs 
team. Asking one team member what robotics means to her, ñTo me, robotics means a family that I can always 
go to that share the same interests that I do.ò  A four year veteran on the team adds, ñRobotics for me was an 
opportunity not only to learn about robots, but also to learn life skills and perform outreach.ò 

With a 3rd seed ranking at the end of the qualification matches, it was time for the selection of the playoff 

alliances. Similar to March Madness, instead of the sweet 16 only 8 alliances duke it out through quarters, semis, 

and finals.  The Toasters ended up as the 2nd alliance Captainôs, with Team 3098 from Waterford, MI; Team 525, 

from Cedar Falls, Iowa; and Team 4618 from Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada, completing the alliance. The 

alliance easily passed through quarters going 2-1.  However, during the first game of semis, Team 3098 was 

unable to perform as repairs were not yet completed, so 4618 filled in.  In a nail biting match, the alliance fell 394 

to 377. In the second match of the semis, with Team 3098 repaired and back in action, it wasnôt enough and the 

alliance lost 461 to 275. 

ñYou should join (robotics) because itôs a great opportunity to learn and get real world experience in STEAMò 

says one Flying Toaster.  Another quickly adds ñYou should join robotics because of how much fun youôll have, 

the amazing friends you will make, and the opportunities youóll get through FIRST.ò This year, over $70 million 

scholarships are available to students participating on a FIRST robotics team.  Some say that robotics is ñthe 

Sport of the Mindò while others remark that it is ñthe only sport where everyone can turn Pro.ò In any case, the 

opportunities, the networking, the experience all culminates to a great experience. The team is hosting itôs 2018-

2019 season membership meeting on June 4th, from 7-9pm. The Flying Toasters is a unified high school robotics 

team, meeting at SLEHSôs Fabrication Lab Room 2413. 

So is that the end for the Flying Toasters?  Ranking in the top 1% 

teams in the world, the Flying Toasters have an aggressive off 

season schedule planned.  Not only will they be meeting during the 

summer months, but they are scheduled to the post season 

competitions MARC (June 21st-23rd in Monroe, MI), Kettering 

Universityôs Kick-off (September 14th-15th, Flint, MI), Bloomfield Girls 

Competition (November 10th, Bloomfield Hills, MI) and they have 

applied, waiting for invitation, to the coveted IRI ï Indiana Robotics 

Invitational (July 12th-14th, Indianapolis, IN) where over 300 top 

teams in the world apply, but only 68-72 are invited.  

Who knows, maybe next year the Flying Toasters will takeover the 
WORLDS! 

http://firstinspires.com/
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Juniors Laurel Quenby and Raeden Douglas competed in the Michigan Social Studies Olympiad 
off-site events. Laurel placed third in the Take A Stand Essay competition while Raeden earned an 
Honorable Mention in Poetry. The on-site competition will be held at Clarkston High School on 
May 19th where both girls will compete in the Speakathon event and Quiz Bowl team that also 
includes juniors Jakob Clemens, Andrew Henry and sophomore Alexander Simovski.  

Several of our 

students have their 

artwork displayed at 

the SLCS Board 

Office for the annual 

Arts & Education 

Show.  The show 

runs until the end of 

May.   If you get a 

chance, stop to see 

the talents of our 

students. 

Featured on the left 

is Jason Riley and  

Katie Potter with 

their entries. 

Lindsay LaRocca and Nicole 
Clemens' class went to Greenfield 
Village on May 1, 2018. We visited 
the train station, the Wright Brother's 
shop and home, Henry Ford's 
workshop and home. The weather 
was absolutely perfect and we 
enjoyed our lunch outside. We made 
our way to 'Liberty Craftworks' and 
observed some jobs in action at the 
Pottery Shop, Weaving Shop, and the Davidson-Gerson Gallery of Glass.   
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SLHS CHOIRS TAKE ON STATE 

CHORAL FESTIVAL 
 

 

Varsity Womenôs Choir performing at State Choral 
Festival. 

 

Varsity Womenôs Chorus receiving feedback from their 
clinic judge. 

Lyon Singers performing at state choral festival. 

On April 23rd, 2018, four of the six South 

Lyon High School choirs traveled all the 

way to Marysville High School in 

Marysville, Michigan to perform at the 

MSVMA State Choral Festival. Each choir 

that qualifies for State Choral Festival has 

already received an excellent rating at the 

District level; however, the two festivals are 

slightly different. At State Choral Festival, 

choirs perform three songs for judges and 

receive a rating based on their performance, 

whereas at District Choral Festival, choirs 

perform two songs and sight read. After a 

choir performs, a clinic judge gives them 

some tips to improve their technique and 

future performances. 

All four choirs from South Lyon High 

School did exceptionally well at State 

Choral Festival, each receiving an 

òexcellentó score, which is the highest 

possible rating. 

Many SLHS choir students look forward 

to State Choral Festival every year. Senior 

Jenah Hatton, a member of Lyon Singers 

Women, Lyon Singers, and Varsity 

Womenõs Choir described State Choral 

Festival as òa relieving experience after 

months of hard work and effort.ó Junior 

Sara Kadoura, also a member of Lyon 

Singers Women, Lyon Singers, and 

Varsity Womenõs Choir, remarked that she 

was "excited to perform a peak performance. 

After months of preparation and years of 

choir, it really was the best personal 

performance [sheõs] had.ó 

Congratulations to all SLHS choir 

students who performed at State Choral 

Festival! 
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BAND NEWS 
 The SLHS Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble performed at the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association 

District IV Band & Orchestra Festival held at Novi High School on Friday, March 2nd.  Both groups 

performed very musically and earned high marks in performance and sight-reading! 

 The SLHS Bands hosted the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association State Solo & 

Ensemble on Saturday, March 17th.  Over 900 events performed from schools all over southeast 

Michigan, including 18 groups from South Lyon High School.  Our small groups and soloist 

performed exceptionally well and received high ratings! 

 On March 27th, the South Lyon Community School hosted the annual Band-O-Rama at 

South Lyon East High School.  This event included every band in the district from both high 

schools, both middle schools, and Hardy Elementary! 

 During Spring Break, the Band and Choir traveled to Boston!  Some of our excursions 

included touring the Salem Witch Memorial, House of Seven Gables, Prudential Tower, the 

Freedom Trail, USS Constitution and a tour the harbor aboard the Spirit of Boston.  Although our 

performance was rained out, it was a great trip.   

 The South Lyon Percussion and South Lyon Winterguard competed in the Michigan Color Guard Circuit Finals, held 

April 7-8 at Saginaw Valley State University.  Both groups competed with artistry and detail and received 7th in their 

respective circuits! 

 The Jazz Band participated in the annual Hastings Jazz Festival on Friday, April 27th.  This event provides fantastic 

venues with live music throughout the Hastings Business District.   

 

Upcoming: 

§ May 22 - Spring Concert @ SLHS, 7:00 pm. 

§ May 24 - Jazz in the Park @ McHattie Park, 7:00 pm 

§ May 28 - Memorial Day Parade @ Downtown South Lyon (morning) 

 

 

LINK NEWS 

 
The 2017-2018 Link Crew is wrapping up the school year with a couple of final 

events. The Spring Social for freshmen and mentors happened on Friday, April 

13th. Freshmen and mentors played kickball, bags and four square. All students enjoyed talking with each 

other while they enjoyed hot dogs, chips and delicious desserts provided by the mentors. It was a great way 

to celebrate the first day of spring-like weather.  

 

Currently, Link Crew is looking for mentors for the 2018-2019 school year. Applications were due to Google 

Classroom by Friday, May 4th at 2:30 pm. Mentors that are accepted with be participating in the annual May 

Training Day on Thursday, May 31st during 5th and 6th hours. More information will be provided as the date 

approaches.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24 - Jazz in the Park @ McHattie Park 
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Summer Career ExplOration  

 

As the end of the school year approaches, 

students start to think about fun in the sun, 

vacations, working and hanging out with 

friends. Summer is also a great time to ex-

plore careers! 

Here are a few suggestions to consider: 

 

§ Explore careers in CareerCruising (www.careercruising.com). Be sure to ex-

plore all of the boxes on the left side, including the informational interviews from people who 

are currently working in the industry. 

 

§ Job shadowing is a great way to see a career in action. CareerCruising has a new fea-
ture ï MiBrightFuture ï where students can connect with employers who offer job shadows, 

internships, and career coaching. Donôt overlook family members or neighbors who might be 

willing to help out with a job shadow. 

 

§ College tours will often allow prospective students to meet or tour specific departments. 
Talk to the professors, ask what career possibilities are available for the college major you 

are considering. Be sure to review the college curriculum for your career. You need to take 

all of the courses to achieve your career goal ï make sure the courses interest you before 

you spend the time and money. 

 

§ Volunteer in your potential career area. You will get a firsthand look at the field, make 
some future contacts, and add to your college application. 

 

§ Enjoy the summer ï September will be here before you know it! 

http://www.careercruising.com


 

7 

The South Lyon National Honor Society hosted their annual Penny Wars from March 15th-23rd. This eventõs purpose is to 

help raise money for the Jacob Michael Davis Foundation, an organization whose primary goal is to provide financial 

support to families and help offset the uncovered costs of childhood cancer treatment. The goal of Penny Wars was 

different this year-- instead of collecting pennies, students were encouraged to bring in a variety of coins in order to gain 

positive points for their class. With this adjustment in the system and an increase in healthy competition, Penny Wars was 

an astounding success. As a school, over $4500 was raised for the Jacob Michael Davis Foundation, an amount that 

surpassed all previous years. In regards to fundraising, frontrunners included Ms. Mate with a whopping  $839.96 raised, 

Mr. Ristich with $437.47, and Mr. OõDowd with $363.53. However, 

when negative points (bills) were taken into account, Ms. Mate 

ended in first with 80,096 points, Mr. OõDowd took second with 

33,153 points, Mr. Mackson sealed his spot in third place with 

27,536 points, and Mr. Goshorn and Ms. Wagner landed in fourth and 

fifth with 25,449 and 22,727 points, respectively. With infectious 

spirit, the student body undoubtedly stepped up in order to create 

the most successful Penny Wars yet. 

These awesome SLHS student council students raised 
over $500 for @NAMICommunicate  

https://twitter.com/NAMICommunicate


 

8 

The annual Student vs. Staff Volleyball Game took place 
on Friday, April 28.  In a very close match, the staff was 
victorious.   

This Spring, Student Council hosted a Dodgeball Tournament on a Saturday at 
the end of April.  Assistant Principal, Jim Brennan, officiated the tournament.  
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SLU Varsity HockeyProud to be Conference Champs, Proud to make it to the Regional Final. It was 
an amazing season. #southlyonstrong  

Pictured are the members of 
the Boys State Swim Team. 

The Boys LaCrosse team held a fundraiser on Satur-
day, May 5, for fallen soldiers and raised funds for 
Military Families United.  The first 100 high school 
students received thundersticks!  

Senior captain, Max Kempisty, concluded one of the 

best careers ever with another All State finish in the 

500 freestyle. Max ends with the varsity record in 5 

events.  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following  Boys and Girls Swimmers on earning @NISCAswim Academic All-

American honors at @MiscaSwim Academic All-State Honors: 

Max Kempisty 
Abigael OôReilly 
Alyssa Schams 
Jessica Stark 
Maddie Taylor 
Kellen Weeks 
Joey Younkin 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/southlyonstrong?src=hash
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New Courses Starting for 2018 -2019 School Year  

Cybersecurity  - Students develop a foundational understanding 

of cybersecurity and how it relates to information and network security. 
This class introduces students to characteristics of cyber crime, 
security principles, technologies, and procedures to defend networks. 
Through interactive, multimedia content, lab activities, and multi-
industry case studies, students build technical and professional skills to 
pursue careers in cybersecurity. 

MS User - Students will choose two of the four Microsoft Office 

Programs: Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access to study for the course. 
They will also be prepared for success on the MOS certification 
tests. Whether in the job market or in education, students who hold 
MOS certification gain significant advantages over their non-certified 
competitors. Students may take this class a second time to study all 
4 of the MS Office Programs. 

As spring has begun and the school year is nearing an end, Key 
Club has continued with many activities. Near the end of winter 
many Key Clubbers traveled to the Kiwanis Hall and packaged 
hundreds of meals for Kids Against Hunger (pictured to right). This 
major event drew in many of our clubôs students, in partnership with 
other community members,  to package and deliver meals to 
children and families in need in over 70 countries worldwide. 

 
 

In addition, Key Club recently did 
our annual blanket making event. 
This year the club was lucky enough to get the supplies to 
make 50 blankets for Motts Childrenôs Hospital! We 
appreciate the support of South Lyon Kiwanis. We were 
glad to have so many students come and help in making 
this possible and look forward to this event again next 
year. 
 

Key Club is also happy to have had 
helped in many other Events in the 
previous months around the elementary 
schools, and other parts of the 
community in general, in addition to 
membersô individual hours of service. In 
other news, board elections for next year 
were recently held and Key Club is 
already looking forward to planning for 
another great year as this one begins to 
come to an end. 

 


