
Howell  District  Competition
On March 30th, The Flying Toasters arrived at the 

Howell District Competition with renewed spirits and a 
strong sense of determination.  There was a buzz of 
excitement in the pits and the stands as the team was 
ready to show off the new and improved conveyor hopper 
and flywheel launcher.  Over the course of the next day 
and a half, the Toasters focused on consistent and reliable 
game strategy.  The team finished strong with a record of 
7 wins and 7 losses, putting the Toasters in 8th place!  This 
ranking earned the team an opportunity to be an alliance 
captain.  Team 3641 chose Team 1, the Juggernauts, and 
Team 3707, the TechnoDogs, and moved on into the 
playoffs.  The Toasters had some tough competition as we 
faced alliance number two, who later moved on to win the 
competition.  Unfortunately, the Toasters got knocked out 
in the quarterfinals, but the competition wasn’t over yet!  
Team 3641 was awarded the Industrial Design Award 
sponsored by General Motors for our robust and efficient 
design.  This competition will go down in the books as a 
success! 

States
Based on the win of the chairman’s 

team and the performance of the robot at our 
two district competitions, the team qualified 
for States!  There were over 160 teams 
competing that were split into four different 
qualifying divisions.  The Toasters competed 
in the Ford division, and placed 25th out of 40. 
The team wasn’t selected for finals, but 
proved a worthy competitor and an 
enthusiastic friend, as they continued 
cheering for other teams even when the robot 
wasn’t on the field.  The Toasters were also 
machine shop for this competition as well, 
providing vital materials and machines for 
every team.  The Toasters next competition is 
June 22nd-24th in Monroe, for the Michigan 
Advanced Robotics Competition (MARC).

. 
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May 31st → Banquet
June 22nd - 24th → MARC 
Nov. 11th → Bloomfield Girls

http://www.theflyingtoasters.org


Strategy and Scouting:
Strategy, as always, is a vital part of the team.  The 

Scouting team helped the team know which strategy to 
use during matches in order to win the most matches as 
possible.  They had crafted a new scouting system, and 
trying it out this season, it proved leaps and bounds above 
previous systems and allowed for easier selection. 

Chairman’s: 
The Chairman’s Team competed at States as well. 

They perfected their presentations and interview answers, 
had boundless materials, and even coloring books and 
crayons for children and judges alike.  While they did not 
win at States, they were up against fierce competition, 
and conceded that they still had a lot to work on and were 
glad for the experience.  They aren’t disheartened by their 
loss-- in fact, they’re empowered, planning to continue to 
work tirelessly over the summer.

Furthermore, the team is hosting an FLL (First Lego 
League) interest meeting for parents and prospective 
members (grades 3 and 4) on May 16th.  This meeting will 
discuss how to join or start a team, as well as familiarize 
families with robots and STEAM related activities. 

Recent Outreach:
STEAM Class: Sept. 22nd

FLL Competition: Nov. 19th
STEAM Class: January 31st

Open House
MMS Science Night: March 14th

Families Building Faith Easter Baskets: 
March 22nd

Families Building Faith: April 5th
Blessings in a Backpack: April 11th

Upcoming Outreach:
School Board Presentation: June 5th

And more to come!
FLL Interest Meeting May 16th
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2017 Achievements and Awards:
● Won Bloomfield Girls 

Competition at the end of the 
2016 Season!

● Held our first FLL competition
● Won Chairman’s Award at Ann 

Arbor Pioneer High School!
● Dean’s List Finalist Award for a 

member on the team.
● Plans to reach out to more FRC 

teams to help grow their teams 
and build outreach.

● Plans to write and translate a 
second children’s book!

● Placed 8th at Howell!
● Competed at States!

Sponsor Spotlight On:  John and Barb Perion
For the donation of the Toasters’ new box truck! 

The Flying Toasters would like to give our thanks to all of 
our sponsors!  The sponsors’ support comes in many 
shapes and sizes such as monetary support, material 
donations, or offers to mentor our team.  They are the 
much needed help to push our team forward and 
continuing to do our best to succeed. 
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Ace Controls, Inc.
Alexis Racicot

American Dairy Association of Michigan
Applied Machine & Motion Control, Inc.

Around Town Driving School LLC
Artistic Permanent Cosmetics

AutoZone
Bakman Floral Design
Barbrann Brodesser

Bhaveshkumar & Ragini B. Kothari
Brian & Lynn Snider

Brostrom Physical Therapy
C & B Machinery

Charles & Terri Settino
CMS Energy Foundation

Communication Infrastructure Resources, Inc.
Cybernet Systems Corporation

Cyrus & Janice Opfermann
Dana Limited

David & Jennifer Shifferd
DBA State Farm Insurance (Aaron Daavettila)

Denoyer & Ostrowski PC
Denso International America, Inc.

DigiCom Electronics, Inc.
Donald E. McNabb Company

Douglas & Julie Meidt
Eagle Manufacturing Solutions LLC

Eagle Security Fire & Life Safety, Inc.
Emma Barnes

Ewa Kedzierska
Exotic Automation & Supply

FCA (Fiat Chrysler Automobiles) Foundation
Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

Filter Technology LLC
Ford Motor Company

Gary A. Goldberg, PLLC
Glenn & Lynn Martin
Golden Refrigerant

Grandpa Sicoli
Hallmark Tool & Gage Co., Inc.

Harikrishna & Radhika Pemmada
Hino Motor Sales USA, Inc.

Hirata Corporation of America
Howard & Lori Dow

Infineon Technologies Foundation
James & Kathryn LeFevre

Jennifer Fiedler
Jignesh & Dipal Parikh

Jim & Janet Sicoli
JKL Machinery Corp.

Jon & Jill Ohland
Jonathan & Tara Richardson
Joseph & Elaine O'Connor
JTEKT North America, Inc.

JTEKT Toyoda Americas Corp
Kabot Orthodontics

Kahle & Susan Strickland
Kawasaki Robotics

http://www.theflyingtoasters.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv3w22Lyozj7Ai6AZoXBTXw
http://www.theflyingtoasters.org/
https://twitter.com/Team3641?lang=en
https://www.theflyingtoasters.org/contact
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Kentucky Trailers Technologies
Kevin Whitehead

Kovach's Auto Service
Laser Mechanisms, Inc.

Lovelace Excavating LLC
Lynwood Fiedler

Lyon Area Rotary Club
Magna Powertrain, Inc.
Martin's Hardware, Inc.

Materials Handling Associates, Inc.
Matthew & Stephanie Boyle

Means Industries, Inc.
Michael & Deborah Martin
Michael T. Goldfarb, MD

Miners Barber Shop
Mitch & Stacey VanOchten
New Hudson Corporation

Nissan North America, Inc.
Nortech LLC

Novi Ice Arena
Parkside Cleaners, Inc.

Paul Opfermann
PF II Inc DBA Perfect Floors II

Plastomer Corporation
Pratt & Miller Engineering & Fabrication

Randy & Mari Shoemaker
RedViking

Reliable Software Resources, Inc.
Richard & April Foytek

Sandra A. Stewart
Shane & Amanda Giebel

SKF-Industrial Tectonics, Inc.

Snap-On, Inc.
South Lyon Collision Inc.
South Lyon Family Docs

South Lyon Orthodontics, P.C.
South Lyon Residents

South Lyon Senior Care and Rehab Center
Spectrum Automation Company

Sreedhar Yedlapati & Neelima Yedlapati
Stokes Automation Systems LLC

Stortronics
SuperAbrasive, Inc.
TEC Industries, Inc.

Technical Conveyor Group, Inc.
Testek, Inc.

The Gilardone Co.
Tina L Van Ochten (The Piano Instructor)

TNT Orthodontics
Tom Cournay (Allstate)

TRUMPF Inc.
Vincent Electronics

Vision Plus, Inc.
William & Karen Schmidt

William A. Shortt DDS & Therese F. Shortt DDS, 
PC

Xilinx, Inc.
Yazaki North America, Inc.

ZF TRW

http://www.theflyingtoasters.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv3w22Lyozj7Ai6AZoXBTXw
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https://twitter.com/Team3641?lang=en
https://www.theflyingtoasters.org/contact
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